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“The ALDE Group must make its 
guardianship of Council of Europe values 
more effective, through enhanced political 
action inside and outside the Assembly.” 

ALDE Mission Statement 
 

 
 

Welcome to the May 2009 issue of the Newsletter of the Alliance of Liberals and 

Democrats for Europe (ALDE) in the Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe!  

The Council of Europe is the largest pan-European international organisation 

celebrating this year its 60th anniversary. The Council of Europe brings together 47 states. Its 

Parliamentary Assembly meets four times a year, discussing the most important European 

issues related to democracy, human rights and the rule of law. Members of the Assembly are 

– unlike members of the European Parliament – not directly elected, but they are all members 

of the 47 national parliaments. PACE is therefore the most important and effective network of 

European MPs! The ALDE Group currently brings together over 101 MPs. As a group, we 

endeavour to be the engine of the Assembly defending core European values.  

We issue this newsletter in order to cordially invite you to follow the debates in the 

Parliamentary Assembly of the Council of Europe during its sessions in Strasbourg and 

provide feedback on our activities.  

We would like to take this opportunity to thank ALDE members and observers from 

Canada, Mr Percy Downe and Mr Scott Simms, for their participation in the work of the 

Group. We are also grateful to our colleagues from liberal partner organisations who attended 

the ALDE meetings this time: Sasha Butorac, LI, and Sabine Nygrund, Intern, IFLRY.  

 

http://www.alde-pace.org/
www.alde-pace.org


 

 
Election of 
Secretary 
General 

 
 

 
12 May 2009 in Madrid, the Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe decided to transmit 
to the Parliamentary Assembly for appointment to the post of Secretary General, with effect from 
1 September 2009, the candidatures of Wlodzimierz Cimoszewicz (Poland) and Thorbjørn 
Jagland (Norway). 
 
 
 
 

Dear Friends, Colleagues and Readers, 
 

I am sure you understand it is uneasy for me to comment the 
procedure about the election of the Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe. As a candidate to the highest position in 
the organisation, it is difficult to remain objective. But even if I 
could judge the process from ALDE or from the whole Council 
of Europe’s viewpoint, I would fully understand that many 
people would question my objectivity. 

 
The facts are the following. After the resolution of the Assembly and the promise of the 
Chairman in Office of the Committee of Ministers to seek for compromise, the foreign 
ministers met in Madrid, and in spite of the signal of our president Mr. Lluis Maria de 
Puig that the Committee of Ministers may risk that there will be no election of the 
Secretary General during the June part session, only seven were in favour of reopening 
the question of the short listing. 
 
In my campaign I put special emphasis to a much better collaboration among the 
different parts of the institution, especially between the Committee of Ministers and the 
Parliamentary Assembly. Now I regret to see that the tension between the two is 
getting worse than ever, and in the year when we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the 
Council of Europe we are rushing into an institutional clash. 
 
I still hope that a compromise can be reached. A compromise, under which the 
Committee of Ministers remains entitled to express which candidates it has difficulties 
to work together with, but in a way that the Parliamentary Assembly should not feel that 
the sole purpose of the Committee of Ministers is to prevent by all means that a 
parliamentarian is becoming next Secretary General. 
 
I still hope and wish that the final decision will solely be based on substance, enabling 
the Committee of Ministers and the Parliamentary Assembly to work together in a 
cooperative manner in order to be more effective in assisting democratic processes in 
our member states. 

 
 

Yours sincerely 
 

Mátyás Eörsi 
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ALDE Guests 

 
 

Veaceslav Untila addresses the ALDE 
Ahead of the urgent debate on the 
functioning of democratic institutions in 
Moldova, the Alliance of Liberals and 
Democrats for Europe (ALDE) discussed 
the results of the parliamentary elections 
and the post-electoral situation in the 
republic with Mr Veaceslav Untila, Vice-
Chair of the Alliance “Moldova Noastra”, 
one of the liberal opposition parties of the 
country. 
 
The elections organised on 5 April were 

considered by the international community as a test for Moldova’s progress in democracy and as a 
milestone in evaluating the country’s compliance with Council of Europe standards for free and democratic 
electoral procedures.  
 
“The Moldovan authorities have failed the test”, said Mr Untila who drew the attention of the ALDE Group 
to the “deep crisis of principles and democratic institutions in Moldova”. The speaker insisted on the 
fraudulent nature of the election. He presented a written report on serious violations during the electoral 
campaign, on the election day and during the protest rallies on 7 April. Absence of free information, 
obstruction of access to media for opposition candidates, intimidations of voters and candidates, arrests 
and beating of young protesters were among various violations of the Moldovan law and European 
standards. According to information available to Mr Untila, “some 200,000 voters, many of whom were 
dead or inexistent people, were added to the voting lists”. According to Mr Untila, multiple legal 
infringements and misuse of administrative resources should be strongly condemned.  
 
In conclusion, on behalf of the Alliance “Moldova Noastra”, Mr Untila called on the Parliamentary Assembly 
to support the establishment of an international committee to investigate into procedural shortcomings and 
abuses during the parliamentary elections as well as into allegations of human rights violations during the 
protest demonstrations. 
 

Keith Whitmore: strengthening cooperation within the Council of Europe  
 
Keith Whitmore, Chairman of 
the Independent Liberal and 
Democratic Group (ILDG) in the 
Congress of Local and 
Regional Authorities and 
President of the Congress 
Institutional Committee 
addressed the ALDE during its 
meeting on Monday, April 26.  
 
Mr Whitmore welcomed the 
initiative of the ALDE to 

establish closer contacts with the ILDG. “This is a remarkable and historic moment, as I believe this is the 
first time when my Group is invited to address our colleagues in the Parliamentary Assembly”, said the 
speaker. “Communication and cooperation between various parts of the Council of Europe should be 
reinforced”, underlined Mr Whitmore. 
 
Mr Whitmore presented the work of the ILDG to liberal MPs of the Assembly. The ILDG, bringing together 
over 90 elected representatives of the local and regional communities from all over Europe, is an important 
platform for dialogue at the level closest to the citizens, i.e. between towns and regions. This dialogue and 
cooperation is especially important for conflict zones, as it was the case during the war between Russia 
and Georgia. 
 
Among various projects of the Congress of Local and Regional Authorities, Mr Whitmore emphasized the 
importance of the European Local Democracy Week which was celebrated last year by over 4000 cities, 
towns and villages in Europe. 
 
A joint initiative of the Council of Europe’s Congress of Local and Regional Authorities and European Committee 
for Local and Regional Democracy, launched in 2007, the “European Local Democracy Week” (ELDW) is an 
annual European celebration (around 15 October) including simultaneous national and local events organised by 
participating local authorities in Council of Europe member states. The purpose is to foster knowledge of local 
democracy and promote the idea of democratic participation at local level. 

Back 

http://www.coe.int/t/congress/whoswho/groupe-politique_en.asp?id=10


 

ALDE Questions 
 
 

 
  …Mrs Tarja Halonen, President of Finland 
 

Mr KAIKKONEN (Finland). – I 
would like to ask about 
Belarus. It is the only state 
that is missing from our 
European family in this 
plenary hall. We all know the 
reasons for that: problems 

with democracy, human rights and the rule of 
law. We must also admit that our policy of 
isolation has not made any real progress so 
far. How do you see the situation of, and the 
future in, Belarus; what kind of a policy 
towards Belarus do you prefer, and how do 
you think that the Council of Europe should 
organise its relations with Belarus? 

Mrs HALONEN. – Belarus 
belongs in Europe; it is a 
European country. A policy of 
isolation has seldom been an 
effective means of teaching 
either peoples or countries. We 
have our values and principles. I 

have already held discussions with people here 
at the Council of Europe, but it is, of course, 
your duty to decide what you will do. I would 
welcome any steps that would give us an 
opportunity to have Belarus back. I am sure that 
most of us would be willing to take her back if 
she was willing to fulfil the criteria of the Council 
of Europe, but Belarus must be seriously willing 
to do so. I therefore wish all the best to even the 
smallest such steps if co-operation can be 
established with that country. 

 
 
  … Mr José Luis Rodríguez Zapatero, President of the Government of Spain 

 

Mr REIMANN (Switzerland) 
asked how similar the situation with Ceuta 
and Melilla was to that with Gibraltar. 

Mr ZAPATERO said that 
Spain’s position on this was 
well known. From a historical 
and legal view this was not the 
same as Gibraltar. Spain had 
always sought constructive 
dialogue with the United 

Kingdom, although that had varied over time. 
The two countries had recently entered into 
agreements regarding Gibraltar.  

 
 
… Mr Thomas Hammarberg, Council of Europe Commissioner for Human Rights 
 

Mr M. A. JENSEN (Denmark). 
– Thank you, Commissioner, 
for your very hard work on the 
human rights of homosexual 
and trans-gender people. I 
say this because we still see 
violations of these rights in a 

lot of countries, and I want you to point out 
what you think are the most important tasks to 
do and steps to take over the next years for 
nations, member countries and the European 
institutions.  

 

Mr HAMMARBERG. – Several 
countries now in the Council of 
Europe area are introducing 
comprehensive anti-discrimination 
legislation that will cover all areas 
of discrimination, including 

discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation. 
That is a step in the right direction. 

I have mentioned this group because they are 
discriminated against in several countries. 
There are quite a lot of predators among the 
populations of many countries when it comes to 
this group of people. It will take some time to 
educate people in order to prevent this kind of 
discrimination in the future, but it is important 
that the Council of Europe, in all its different 
parts, stands up for the basic principle that no 
one should be discriminated against on any 
grounds. We are not introducing a new human 
right; it is just consistent implementation of the 
non-discrimination clauses in our human rights 
treaties.                                                Back 



Mr GIARETTA (Italy) 
thanked the Commissioner 
for his work and for his 
valuable support to national 
parliaments and 
governments in helping them 
to improve their approach to 
human rights. Even in 

countries which constituted long-established 
democracies, difficult issues could arise. He 
asked whether there was a risk that in the 
current economic crises human rights could 
be overlooked.  

 

Mr HAMMARBERG. – The risk 
during the current economic crisis 
is that human rights will be seen 
as a secondary priority and will 
not be so much of a concern. In 
general, however, our impression 

is that people very much appreciate human 
rights protections, and the Court here in 
Strasbourg is becoming increasingly well known 
across the world, particularly in countries where 
there are acute human rights problems. The 
very high number of applications coming into 
the Court is a sign that people feel that they 
need to go to the international community in 
order to safeguard their rights. I do not think that 
human rights are becoming less of a priority 
among the public at large; the problem is 
whether human rights will be given sufficient 
priority in political discussions of other matters 
such as, in particular, security and the economic 
crisis. 

 
 
 

… Miguel Ángel Moratinos, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Cooperation of Spain, 
Chairperson of the Committee of Ministers 

Mr XUCLÀ i COSTA (Spain) said 
that one of the most important things was to 
develop human rights. He noted that the 
Spanish were calling for a moratorium on the 
death penalty and asked what progress had 
been made. 

 

Mr MORATINOS said that it was 
true that the Spanish 
Government had been pushing 
for the abolition of the death 
penalty; this was one of the top 
priorities of Spanish international 

diplomacy. The President of the Government of 
Spain had called for an international 
commission to be set up, and a meeting of this 
commission was due to be held in the second 
half of 2009. That meeting would be convened 
in order to raise public awareness of the issue, 
especially in those countries which had not yet 
abolished the death penalty.  Back 
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Rapporteurs 
  

 

 

 
Charles Goerens (Luxembourg) 
 
Honouring of obligations and commitments by Serbia (Doc. 
11701 and Addendum) 
 
Co-rapporteurs of the Committee on the Honouring of Obligations 
and Commitments Member States of the Council of Europe 
(Monitoring Committee) 
 
Voting results 
Presented: 28 April 2009 
 

  

 

 
Antigoni Papadopoulos (Cyprus) 
 
Action to combat gender-based human rights violations, 
including abduction of women and girls (Doc. 11784) 
 
Rapporteur of the Committee on Equal Opportunities for Women and 
Men 
 
Voting results 
Presented: 28 April 2009 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
Michael Hancock (United Kingdom) 
 
Action to combat gender-based human rights violations, 
including abduction of women and girls  
 
Rapporteur of the Social, Health and Family Affairs Committee (for 
opinion)  
 
Voting results 
Presented: 28 April 2009 
 

 

 

 
Mátyás Eörsi (Hungary) 
 
Follow-up given by Georgia and Russia to Resolution 1647 
(2009)  
 
Co-rapporteur of the Committee on the Honouring of Obligations and
Commitments by Member States of the Council of Europe 
(Monitoring Committee) 

 
Voting results 
Presented: 29 April 2009 
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Action to combat gender-based human rights violations, including abduction of 
women and girls (Doc. 11784) 

 
Kerstin LUNDGREN (Sweden). – I congratulate the rapporteur on behalf 
of the ALDE group. We really think it provides a good basis for moving 
forward. We support the report and, of course, the draft resolution. […] 
This topic relates to the core values of the Council of Europe. Human 
rights and equality for all is the goal, but it is obvious that women and girls 
– females – have to work harder for their individual freedoms and equal 
rights. In all our countries and all over the world, we are on our way, but 
we have reached different levels. That is why we sometimes find open 
clashes about where we stand when we meet in our respective countries. 

We have to open up to learning from each other and we have to recognise that even today 
and in our own societies, we do not have equal rights. It is not just a matter of immigrant 
communities; it is also about our own societies. Read more, voting results 
 
 
Women in prison (Doc. 11619 rev.) 
 
Mike HANCOCK (United Kingdom). – … A society that is prepared to jail so many women 
and knowingly put them at greater risk has in some way failed. Furthermore, young children – 
those who have just been born or those about to be born – are often taken with the women; 
such children’s first taste of this world is confinement and the difficulty of coping with prison 
life. No matter how much a society wants to make prisons into better places, they cannot be 
the right places for children to grow up in. As a society of politicians, we owe it to our own 
communities to make sure that, if we are prepared to send men and women – and in some 
instances, sadly, children – to prison, we would not be ashamed of the facilities if they were 
exposed to other people. The problem is that prisons are not exposed to the wider 
community. I would like to think that all of us could be proud even of our prisons and prison 
services. Sadly, too few of us would have the courage to say that we are in any way near 
being proud of them. In most instances, we would be thoroughly ashamed of them. Let us do 
something about it. Read more, voting results 
 
 
 
Wednesday 29 April 2009 
 
Follow-up given by Georgia and Russia to Resolution 1647 (2009) The humanitarian 
consequences of the war between Georgia and Russia: Follow-up given to Resolution 
1648 (2009) (Doc. 11859) 
 
Michael Aastrup JENSEN (Denmark). – I used to believe – I am sure that I am not the only 
person in the Chamber to do so – that nations considered to be democracies would comply 
with international law and resolutions, but I fear that that does not apply to Russia. The 
reason for my rather discouraging conclusion is the current situation following the war 
between Russia and Georgia. Progress has been made, but most of it has been made by 
Georgia. Russia has dragged its feet, and on occasion has even attempted what can only be 
seen as action counteracting a peaceful solution to the conflict. Read more, voting results 
 
 
 
Debate under urgent procedure: The election process for the Secretary General of the 
Council of Europe (Doc. 11877; Resolution) 

 
Serhiy HOLOVATY (Ukraine). – Let me begin by taking the Assembly 
back to 2007, when the Committee of Ministers discussed the Juncker 
report. Many of us who are members of political groups recalled the report 
when referring to the new criteria, but it also suggested that it would be 
useful for the Council of Europe, particularly the Committee of Ministers 
and the Assembly, to review the criteria that were applied to the selection 
of candidates for the post of Secretary General. It only remains for us to 
regret the fact that, for two years, our two institutions have not co-
operated in that regard. In the absence of suitable criteria, a situation 

arose which prompted a number of concerns. It has led to a debate in the Assembly, and it 
will undoubtedly lead to later discussion in the Joint Committee meeting. […] Our group was 
almost unanimous in the view that this symbolic anniversary should prove to our member 
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